Wonderful News from 


W ALE 8: 


TRUE NARRATIVE 


OF AN 


OlIIWOMAN 


Livivg near 


LANSELIN in DENBTSHIRE; 


W hoſe Memory ſerves her Truly 
and Perfe&ly to relate what ſhe hath ſcen and 
done One Hundred and Thirty Years ago. 


Having now the full number of her 
Teeth; the moſt of them were loſt when ſhe 
was Three ſcore Tears and Ten. 


She is alſo remembred by ſome of Ninety Years 
Old, to be Taller than ſhe is by 1y or 18 Inches; 


With (ſeveral other Circumſtances of her Life;which ſhews 
Her to be the WONDER of our AGE, 
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- Wonderful News from 


W A LF $: 


TRUE NARRATIVE 


OF AN 


Old WOMAN 


Living near 


LANSELIN in DENBYTSHIRE; 


W hoſe Memory ſerves her Truly 
and Perfe&tly to relate what ſhe hath ſcen and. 
done One Hundred and Thirty Years ago: 


Having now the full number of her 


Teeth; the moſt of them were loſt when ſhe 
was Three ſcore Years and Ten. 


She is alſo remembred by ſome of Ninety Years 
Old, to be Taller than ſhe is by 1y or 18 Inches; 
With ſeveral other Circumſtances of her Life, which ſhews 

Her to be the WONDER of our AGE, 
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Strange News from W ALES, Or, 
a true NC arrative of an Old Woman 
living near to Lancelin 7» Denby- 


{hire, Cc. 
Othing appears ſo contradiQory and idle, but 
ſome Philoſopher or' other has ſo earneſtly 
eſpous'd, that his life might have been eafily 
taken, as a Mortgage for the ſecurity of the 
truth ; Were the forferture thought confi- 
derable :- And as of this ſort there are many extravagant 
Preſidents that would make Nature very ridicutous; fo 
thereare to be found amongſt the graver ſort of affertors 
all the world over, whimfics, more fooliſh and barbarous 
then with the Savages, whoenjoy'd fearce, or not at all, 
the ght of Nature : Amongſt other Buſzlings and tryals 
of Pens, It hath been a great difpute about the age of 
Adam, Methuſelah, &c. Some would have monthly years, 
deducing Arguments from vez Others from the Moor : 
Some more *Perfian-like, will give the Sun the Glory of 
compleating the Year ; holding alfo, Nature to be' in a 
continual decay through her own weakneſs, or our wan- 
tonnels; And though they'did live fo many Years here- 
tofore, we have ſo chang'd our Bodies, that no one can 
be expected to hve the quarter, nay ſcarce the Tyrhe of 
our Fore-fathers time, But *twill be found Natute can- 
not decay, nor has her Luxury ſo circumſcrib'd our age, 
but that we do find Perſons, whoſe extent of Years ſerve 


to confute ſuch indigeſted Fancies, 
A 2 . Not 


Not far from the ſeat of Old PARR, at this time 
lives, (near Lanſelyn in Denby:ſhire,) a Woman, named 
Tene Morgen, whoſe Memory yet ſerves her to give an 
exact account of ſeveral things. ſhe hath feen and known. 
One Hundred and Thirty Tears ago : She walks uprightly, 
without the ule of the leaſt Stick ; Her Teeth are almoſt- 
all now perfe@& in-her head, although about Thteeſcore 
Years ago ſhe had loſt molt of them; She can ſee as. well 
without Spectacles, if not better then with them.3 Her 
Hearing 1s quick and apprehenlive, and her Organs of 
Smelling are fo corroborated by Age, that noStench can 
inyade- them to the lea(t prejudice. She was the firſt that 
learnt that Famous. and Memorable Tune called $idaner , 
10 all thoſe parts. When Queen Elizabeth was Crown'd, 
ſhe led all the Dances, and continued the Head of all that 
. Countrey ſports, until the death of King FAMES; 
and was.{o ſenſible of the Glory ſhe had atchiev'd by ſach 
_ continual Cuſtom,. that ſhe would not part with it, until 
ſhe had bred her Daughter up to have it confer'd on her ; 
which ſhedid in a publick Aſſembly when- the Corona- 
tion. of King CHARLES the Firſt was (olemnrzed : 
But; before her Daughter, - as her Deputy had pradtiſed, 
and 1n-her abſence taught the Countrey Meaſures for the 
ſpace of One and Twenty Years, having ſeveral Tunes 
Dedicated to her ; Old $:zron the King, was called her 
Delight, 7% Bent, her Fancy 3: Bob-in Joy her Conceit 3, 
Yeeping; and waking ſhe. ſung the Sidaner 5 wherefore 
the. Neighbours called her by. that Name. . 


| Her Mother Jane Lloyd was matried at Twenty years 


af age to one Evan Morgen an able Farmers Son, who 
was. 


. 0 5 
was the aCtiy ſt and ſtrong'ſt m his Country at T—_ ; 
But at acertain Tryal of Skill, when he had foil'd all the 
Neighbours, and Strangers too; She put on Mans appare], 
entred the round, and gave him three Falls; Upon which 
ſhe bore away the little Silver Bell that was the Con- 
querours due; But upon enquiry, who this Valiant ſtran- 
ger was, the young man fell ſo deeply in love with her, 
that maugre all his Friends hee married her, and lived 
with her Forty five years, before her Womb was ma- 
ture for Conception 3 About the lixty ſixth year of her 
age ſhe brought forth her firſt Born, a Daughter, who 
did not conceive till the Fifty Fifth year of her age. 


Many Maſculine, and Heroick acts did this Virago Mo- 
ther do, and though fomtimes the. Juſtices were (evere, 
yet their Warrants-were always void; and like Curſes of 
Malefactors, returned upon: themſelves, for what ever 
ground ſhe trod on, was to Catch-polls and Petty Con+ 
ſtables, as fata), as 1ri/þ Earth to Venomous Creatures, 


But as the Longeſt Day will have a+ Night, ſpight- 


full Age wrought a tendency towards a decay, upon het 


Vigorous. Nerves, yet it all this while Time could not 
make her ſubject to the leaſt Diſeaſe, tho it.-has ſubmitted 
Her to the moſt unheard of ſhifts for Food as ever were 
or can be, and by the Calculation of her Stomack,, Shee 
may be thought now to be ins the Meridian: of her 
Age: Handreds of her Neighbours can juſtifie, that what 
Diſeaſe foever, Cattle, Horles, Swine-, Sheep», or the 
Itke, die, her {tomack (fo far is Fantaſtick Prejudice wm+ 
able to make the lealt Impreſs on her) has a Menflrunns 
t0 digelt gratefully (uch fztid Fleſh; that others would 

not 
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© not only abhor, but it would put ſuch ſtreſs and violence : 


upon them, that irreſiſtable Death would infallibly-follow. 
...., *Tisa certain Truth, that Carron buried two or three 
Days in the Winter-time , ſhe will take up, which with- 
out any other preparation, ſhe will flice, -and fling as 
Collops .upon the Coles, which ſhe will eat as ſavorly, ag 
he that thinks he eats the beſt in Town, when he hath 
the rareſt Cutlets dreſtfor him : And if her Prize cannot 
at once be eaten, ſhe] gently and carelefly ſalt the Re- 
mainder, and expole it to the greateſt Fury of her (moa- 
king Cell, and prudently reſerves it-as a future happineſs. 

If againſt a good Time her Nerghbours bounty will 
beſtow any Corn upon her, ſhe will yet upon her head 
make ſhift ro carry Two Puſhels to the Mill; Which tho 
it be very remarkable in one of her Age, it 1s very in- 
conſiderate to what ſhe hath done formerly. 

When ſhe was near an Hundred Years ol1y her Occa- 
fions inviting her about that time to Oſwaldifrey Market, 
which is Three Miles ; but becauſe of its ruggedneſs and 
length, ſhe had better have gone from London to Bar- 
yet : After ſhe had there filled her Apron with cumber- 
ſom _neceſ{aries to that bulk, that the Burden ſeem'd at 
ſome diſtance to walk before her ; ſhe wastold by a ſtan- 
der by, that it. was impoſlible for her to carry ſuch a 
troubleſom burden home : This mans Horſe was then 
loaden with Two Pieces of courſe Welſh Cotton; She then 
ſcornfullyanſwer'd ; If you put thoſe Two Pieces which your 
Heorſe ſeems almoſt. to ſhrink under, upon my Sholders, I 
will for a Wager undertake to carry them as far as my Louſe, 
before Ton and your Horſe can come thither : The Man be- 
Ing her Neighbour, fearful to loſe, and unwilling to 
diſpleaſe her.z reply'd, he was more willing to eaſe _= 

| trouble 
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trouble her. But One of the incredulous Corporation, 
ignorant of her prodigious ſtrength, wag'd with her, and 
ſuſpecting her Neighbour would be partialz He, with 3 
or 4 of his moſt curious Neighbours, got Horſes, and fol- 
towed her preſently ; and at the end of Two Miles and a 
half they overtook the Man, belabouring his weary Horle: 
They askt hin for the Woman? he an{wer'd them, curſing , 
ſaying he had had 2 or 7 (curvy falls; and that he had 
no ſight of her in a quarter of a Mile : They going for- 
ward, found her return'd, ſitting in her Chimney corner 
ſmoaking Tobacco in a comfoi table ſhort Pipe 3 at which 
they were aſtonilh'd. 
A Thouſand more con(iderable Stories, muſt here (for 
brevity ſake) be omitted : It will therefore be conveni- 
ent to add a Relation her Neighbours give, 1n reſpect of 
her Age ; ſome of Fourſcore and Ten, remember they 
heard their Fathers ſay, ſhe was a very proper tall Woman, 
In a Houſe out of which ſhe had ſeen buried Eleven 
Heirs, Her proportion as to her height, was taken above 
100 yearsago; And the laſt year coming to the ſame place, 
ſhe was faund tq. want of that meaſure betwixt 'ſeverteer 
and ezghteer Inches; and now ſhe is. Four: Foot and four 
Taches high, not at all ſtooping, . at which the by-ſtanders 
much admir'd'; which ſhe perceiving, told them, that her 
Mother was completely Two Tards high 3 And that before 
ſhe dyed, ſhe ſhrunk to Three Foot and Six Inches : So 
that ſhe concluded by the graduation of their decays, be- 
fore ſhe had ſhrunk to her utmoſt, ſhe mult yet live above 
Threeſcore yearsz and who knoys but ſhe may? For ſhe 
1s as mery as a Girl of Fifteen, and will ſing from Morning 
till Night; Her Memory is ſo lively, that ſhe'll tell Stories 
of Queen Fl;zabeth and King James, as freſh, and more 
pleaſantly then the ſufferers in the late Wars can. L 
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I was the more willing to publiſh this, becauſe T hop'd 
ſome Virtuoſo's would be fo kind, as curiouſly to fatisfie 
themſelves of the Truth, and then the world after; with * 
Reaſons how this comes to pals; and why others live not 
to the ſame Age? . 


What ſort of Menſtruum her Stomack has? 


How are her Organs ordered, fince no Stench offends 
ber ? - 


And fince it is a Contradiction to ſay ſhe grows leſs, 
how comes the'whole Contexture of her Body with ſuch. 
conlent of Parts to be diminiſhed? 


And lince the Bones muſt conſequently be contracted, 
how come we to find Bones long buried, of the ſame 
length as when firſt Interr'd | 


If any Perſon queſtion the Truth of this Narra- 
tive, or defire to ſatisfie their Curiofity , let 
them repair to We$t-Smithfield, where ſhe is 
daily expected, to convince the World of the 
Truth thereof. 
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